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Uetrtcatton 

HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJA OF COCHIN. 

TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS AOO HeNDRIE ADRIAAN VAN KhEBDE, 

Baron or Mydrecht, sometime Governor of the Dutch Settlements in- 

Malabar, DEDICATED TO ONE OF YOUR HlGHNESS’S PREDECESSORS THE THIRD 







PREFACE. 


The Dutch records m the Madras Government’s record-rooms contain material for 
a chapter in the history of European enterprise in India. Samples o£ this material 

contains a sample in English. 

The series has been published with the view of preserving for the future historiau 
of the Europeans in India material the safety of which in the manuscript form cannot 
he guaranteed. Also partly in order to bring to public notice the existence of the 

I began to read the manuscripts three years ago, being at that time interested, 
in counection with my official work, in the history of the Laccadive Islands aud their 
former rulers, the Ali Kajas or Sea Kings of Cannanore; and it then appeared to 
me, and I submitted to the Madras Government, that some of the records were worth 
printing or even worth translating. 

The Madras Government undertook the publication of the series at their press, 
and 15 volumes have now either appeared or are in an advanced state of preparation. 

This, the 13th volume of the series, contains translations of the two first. Their 
translation was begun id the year 1907. But it soon became apparent that accurate 
translation would not be possible without more knowledge of the history, the 
organization and the technicalities of the Dutch East India Company than my 
collaborators or I possessed. 

I then undertook a course of reading with the view of qualifying myself for the 
task. The well-known Dutch man of letters, Mijnheer Maurits Wagenvoort, who has 
made a special study of the history of the Dutch in the East, and was then travelling 
in the Madras Presidency, was good enough to advise me what to read, and I have 
found Mr. M. Nijhoff, book-seller, of the Hague, a serviceable book-purveyor. 

On finishing the course of reading 1 had undertaken, I re-wrote the drafts of 
translations which had been prepared, and added an introduction and some notes. 

The time at my disposal has, however, been very limited, and what I now offer 
by way of introduction and commentary to these translations is intended merely to 
indicate to others some of the sources for a history of the Dutch in Malabar—a virgin 
subject for the historian. The whole work is only a small contribution of material 
with such aids towards the understanding of it as a person with little leisure for 
study has been able to collect in a country in which there are no first-class libraries. 

It is hoped that the statements made are, as far as they go, accurate. At any 
rate each statement can be verified by reference to the authority—printed book, 
manuscript, or living person—which I have been careful to quote for it. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


and another to the breach, and the enemy were driven from i 
ments were sent by both sides aud an obstinate fight ensued, 
assisted by their battery at the church, which shot little ston 
where the ground was soon covered with dead Portuguese. 
Butch who took 13 cannon and turned them on their former 
Portuguese were killed on the spot, as was ascertained later, i 
son-in-law of the Portuguese Governor, Iguatio Serment 
of the assault. Major Dupon, was wounded in two places; a 
lieutenants died of their wounds, and the Dutch lost 30 me 
90 wounded, of whom 20 afterwards died. 


the bastion. Reinfo roe- 
The Dutch were much 

Victory rested with the 
r masters. Two hundred 
including Don Usrnardo, 

en killed or?the spot and 


The enemy was now in a hopeless position and next day (rhe Ttii of January 
lfi63) Ignatio Sermento capitulated. The terms were: 

44 (1) The town of Cochin shall be surrendered with all its jurisdictions, old 
“ privileges, revenues, lands, with the documents aDd papers relating thereto and 
14 whatever else is held in the name of the king of Portugal, all rights and titles 
“ thereto being oeded to the Dutch General or his Worship’s representatives. 

“ (-2) All artillery, ammunition, merchandise, victuals, movable and immov¬ 
able property, slaves and whatever else there may be, shall be handed over as 


“ the Netherlands'in India fortwo 700^°™* 6 ^ 

“ (4) All the soldiers and others belonging to the army shall march out with 
{ ‘ flying colours, drums heating, fuses alight, ballets in their mouths and two guns, to 
44 a convenient place outside the town and lay down their arms beneath the standard 

"(5) All true-born unmarried Portuguese shall be conveyed to Europe. 

“ (fi) AIL married Portuguese and Uesties [assimilated half-castesj shall 
“proceed to Goa and may take their bed aud bedding and such other, articles as the 
44 general aud his council may permit. 

14 (7) All free Topasses [semi-assimilated half-castes and Indiansj and Canarins 
i[Konkanies] shall remain at the disposal aud discretion of the general. 

44 (8) The clergy may take with them their images and church ornaments 
“ except those of gold and silver. 

“ (9) All free persons and all persons belonging to the Church now wandering 
44 in the country shall, if they be subjects of the King of Portugal, be comprehended 
u in this treaty. w 

On the 8th of January 1663, the soldiers and citizens came out and laid down 
their arms. The total number was 1,100 of whom less than 800 were soldiers. At 
the beginning of.the siege there had been 700 soldiers in the town. 

Seventy-three guns were found, but not much loot, the inhabitants having 
removed their property in time. 

The siege had cost the Dutch 360 men, 300 more lay in hospital. 500 more 
were unfit for duty. (>n the enemy’s side 900 had been killed, wounded or captured, 
among them 200 priests or students who had taken up arms in defence of the town 
the second in Portuguese India, “ making with those who had marched out 2,320 
u men, being more than our numbers before the town, which were, according to Heer 
44 van Goens’ account, with 100 men afterwards received from Coromandel, 2,600 men, 
44 of whom 130 lay at Ciauganore and Paliiport, 120 at Quilon, 200 on Vypeen, 25 
44 at Castello 6 miies from the camp, 70 to 80 at the King’s pagoda a mile from the 
44 camp, besides the garrison on Priests’ Island, which often consisted of one, two and 
“three companies, and other places, so that we,could not employ more than 2,000 
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0RSAMSAI10N or THE COMPANY. . 85 

After 1758, when peace was made with Travancore, more pepper was again obtained. 
Travaneore himself delivered about a million pounds on an average from 1753 to 
1756 A.D. and about a million and a half on an average lor the next four years ; in 
which the total collections were nearly ten million pounds. Between the 1st of 
October 1755 and SOth of September 1756 the amount of pepper collected from 
Travaneore was 1,494,451 lbs., from Cochin 533,505 lbs., at Cranganore 21,181 lbs., at 
Cannanoro 153,000 lbs.; total 2,202,337 lbs.' From 1778 to 1780 the amount collected 
averaged something over a million lbs., of which almost the whole was supplied by 
Travanoore. The amount for 1778 was 1,136,000 lbs., 5 for 1179 1,199,000, for 1780 
1,060,000 lbs., of which Travaneore supplied 1,002,000. Pepper was sold in Holland 
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and extraordinary events. The arrangement of all the orders and instructions under 
their proper headings should be carried out by men who understand the work, since 
the contrary causes much trouble and vain searching. 

This memorandum will thus accordingly be divided into three parrs : Part I the' 
persons with whom the Hon b ‘*' Company oomes in contact on this coast ; Part IX: 
articles in which the Hon blB Company trades, which it sells and buys; and Part III 
the Company’s domestic affairs. 'With regard to the first Part, I must make a few 
preliminaiy remarks concerning the people of Malabar, which are generally applicable. 

They are not bloodthirsty like other eastern nations, but they are particularly 
covetous, faithless and insincere; for money you can get anything out of them and the 
greatest crimes may be atoned for by a small sum of money. Honour and good faith, 
promises and oaths are with them very frail ties easily broken if their interests require 
it and so you cannot look too much about and before you with them and not the 
slightest trust can be put in their promises. Their many and binding contracts made 
with the Company, but never kept by them, are indisputable proofs of my statement ! . 
What can you do with men who, when they are embarrassed or beaten, willingly 
submit to the terras and conditions of the conqueror, but who have no intention of 
observing them except as long as they feel the force to which they must bow, and 
whose good faith and obedience vanish as soon as it is withdrawn from this coast ? 
Their hypocrisy is profound. They are in no way excitable, but very composed; 
outwardly polite but their heart full of bitterness, they are masters of the art of 
sounding a person without his noticing. I have often found that when the Signatty * 
wished to obtain something from the Company, he proposed the very opposite, solely 
with the intention of discovering my sentiments. If I rejected his proposal, he had 
gained his point; if I granted his request, he would produce so many engines directed 
to the gaining of his object, that I often found myself in a real quandary scarcely 
knowing how to repulse the attack. 

They are particularly phlegmatic and ridicule the hasty temper of Europeans, and 
if you have dealings with them you should treat them according to their own ways ; this 
need not prevent you occasionally using, if necessary, strong language and earnest 
admonitions, but that again will accomplish little unless a good number of soldiers 
impart weight to your words. 

All transactions with them are very much delayed by their numerous festival day3 
and ceremonies ; one must put up with, this and there is no remedy; but their lucky 
and unlucky days, which always occur according as their interest demands and just as 
is convenient to them, are intolerable. 


One point I must notice here which is of great importance in the Company’s, 
service, viz., although the kings and princes exercise great authority over their 
subjects, affairs are so regulated by the laws of Oheruman Perumal that their rule can 
in lio way be called despotic; subjects obey their king ungrudgingly as long as he 
remains within the limits of the law; even if a chief were to wrong a few individuals, 
the whole community would not take up the quarrel; but if he were to issue orders 
calculated to injure the interests of the whole community, they would not be obeyed. 
I draw attention to this in special connection with pepper, and I confess to have made 
a mistake more than once instating in the Company’s papers that kings and chiefs 
alone can. and should stop the export of pepper, and having examined the subject 
more carefully, I have come to the conclusion that their power in this matter is small 
if they do not wish to bring the hatred of the whole nation upon their head; since the 
kings have indeed with the knowledge of their subjects promised to supply the 
Company with, pepper but not at any particular price; and-in the contracts made with 
the king of *Tekkeokuv, dated 16th June 1664, it is distinctly laid down that the 
pepper must be paid, for at such prices and with such commodities and specie, silver 
or gold, as the bazaar from time to time demands and as can be agreed upon with the 
traders or ordinary merchants. 


































































of Carraporam [Vembanad Lake] and the bills; it supplies much pepper and areca. 
The state has 18 marambins [madampinars] and tiro powerful caimals 1 in the east, n ext 
to the hills, called the Navacadda and Nano jattu Caimals, who make little of His High¬ 
ness’s authority. Most of the pepper is brought up-country to the bazaars of liun, 
Serepilly, Iratapevha, Eranalur and Irruny, and from there it is fetched by the Tandy 
merchants with pack-oxen notwithstanding that in the contract of the 16th July 1664 
it is specially promised that of this grain no more will be carried up-country than -just 
so much and so little as is bartered for foreign necessaries of life required by His 
Highness’s subjects. The king resides at Cottatte.* He is a man of between 50 and 
60 years old, gentle by nature, and his only aim is to keep his state in peace and pros¬ 
perity. His Highness has always shown good will towards the Company, but 
although he even now' gives earnest indications of his sincere affection for the 
Company, yet it is certain smee he has noticed that the Company is determined to 
take serious steps to make itself master of the pepper trade, that he is of one accord 
with the other chiefs of Malabar to undermine and reduce the Company’s power 
underhand. 


Kepolim or Ellengalur is a small state next ' 
spread all over Malabar. The king is a little prince 
guardianship of his mother and some nobles who ar 
one another. In the year 1740 the Company made 
power and influence might he of considerable imp 


or ten years old under the 
much at loggerheads with 


The king of Porea, a Brahmin by caste, is a prince of about 32 years of age. He 
is not very intelligent but his little kingdom is none the less very wisely governed 
according to the wholesome laws made by his grandfather. The state lies on the sea 
to the north of Pagodingo and to the south of the province of Muton; towards the 
interior it borders on Tekkencur and Calicoilan; and relatively to Coddemalur, a 
piece of land with a walled-in court and situated in Tekkencur, where the queen 
resides, it borders on Berkencur territory. 

The Hon ble Company has a beautiful brick lodge in the bazaar at Porea and a 
storehouse for pepper on the beach. Although the state itself does not produce 50 
candies of pepper still a contract is made every year for 4 00 candie3, which are brought 
from Tekkencur, Berkencur and from the land Culupara which belongs to Kepolim. 
In the year 1721-22 the Company secured here 884,300 pounds of pepper. 



































































great joy of the king she has been delivered of a son. The King is called the father of 
the Zamorin family because he has to live with the princesses of that State; however 
as this king is about 70 years old, he fulfils this duty by the imposition of hands. 

(25) Airgr or Belxnga. 

His cousin and neighbour is also under the Hon’ble Company, but both are poor 
princes without power.' 

(26) PaPONETTV [PAmNJVATTASl]. 


Province Paponetty was taken from tho Zamorin in the late war and handed 
over to the Hon 610 Company by tile treaty of peace above mentioned, along with 
Trikonetty [Trikunnad], Aeiattu ! , Aratta Pala [Arrattupuzha], Mudele Cunattu 
[Mutalaeimnul and. Puteubare [Putampadam] which were ceded by His "Worship the 
Councillor-Extraordinary and Commander-in-Chief William Bakker Jacobs* to the 
king of Cochin to the great displeasure of Their Eight Worshipfuls the Eight Indian 


This Province has been much improved since our occupation by the discovery of 
many misappropriated lands, gardens and rights and produced last year 734|3- rix- 
dollars in cash and 235 lasts of rice. These revenues have since been increased by 
170 Crangaaore parras and 11 gold fanams.* 


By a secret despatch of 4th July 1740 Their Eight Worshipfuls have returned to 
the king of Cochin the so-called eighteen half-villages which are situated in it, because 
his claim to the same was judged to he good. 

Sergeant Arnoldus Leenen and Corporal Claas de Jager exercise supervision over 
it and give satisfaction. 


(27) Beiosta Nambiae. 

Belosta Nambiar, lord of Maprana, is a landed proprietor and subject to the 
Hon He Company; his property borders on. the lands of Murianatty Nambiar, Province 
Paponetty and Triebur. 

Pormerly he was under the Zamorin, but in the previous war he lost his lands 
and the king of Cochin appropriated them. However to the great chagrin of the king 
of Cochin this proprietor of the house of Vengenatto was restored to his former 
position by Commandeur Joannes Hertenberg. The terms may be found in the 
contract concluded with him, dated 27th June 1709. The king of Cochin has not 
oeased to give him trouble every now and then, but has always found the Hon 11 * 
Company in the way. 5 





















Ainecutty Nambeddy is in reality under Cochin, but he c 
tie Zamorin being in the neighbourhood; to-day he is a t 
lorrow a good Cochin’s man according as his own interests 
a requested us to support him against this man. ai 
ssary ; but since if we did so the Zam< 
as and have asked H. 


es little for him owhq 






Punatnr Nambeddv is under the Zamorin. He is a restless and irritable ruler, 
:and the cause of much trouble between the Kings of Cochin and the Zamorin. Three 5 
years ago he attempted to bring the Trench into his land and to make himself inde- 


departure without accomplishing anything, and they appear now to have dropped the 
matter entirely; at least Punatur has been a great deal more tractable for some time 
past and, among other things, he has promised to supply the Hon b,, ' Company with 
•a consignment of beams from his own country; but we cannot depend upon the pepper 
which grows in his land unless higher prices"should move him. 

Mannacolain is the smallest of the rulers in Tallapally; he is under the 
Zamorin and .the king of Cochin. He gives muoh less trouble than the other two. 
He always showed in the late war that he was faithful to the Company and since that 
time he has done nothing that could displease us. 


C dent of the Zavnonn ; but he was forestalled and those friends had courage enough 
not sufficient power, to put their designs into execution and had to take thei 


(34) Manacotta. 

Manacotta orNuluearre is a freehold estate inherited by the Palyet; it lies to the 
-east of Perattobiddy and hard by the lands of the Zamorin." 

(35) Yaxluanatty [Yalavanajd] Alias Arangolla. 

Yalluanatty alias Arangolla is a kingdom situated next to Betette [YettadnadJ. 
The king has tfce privilege every twelve years of sending notorious murderers to the 
feast of Mamanga, the right to conduct which, so he says, has been taken away from 
him by the Zamorin contrary to all right and justice. A few weeks ago he caused two 
elephants of the Zamorin to be carried off; which has provoked the Zamorin to such 
an extent that the latter intends to make war upon him after the feast of Mamanga; 
but as this is a matter in no way affecting the Hon bI " Company we may look forward 
to the results with equanimity. 1 

(36) to (42) The Zamorin. 

The Zamorin or Rrrenaddecarre [Karta of Ernad, the original seat of the family*] 
•and Iseddu Yiripu fNediyirippu Svarupam] is the third Chief King of Malabar and 
a powerful prince, although Iris influence has been a good deal diminished by the late 
war. His extensive lands lie between the countries of Cochin and Colastry [Kdlattri 
of Cannanore]. He is the head of the Pandirour Paction. His power "is divided 
•among his nobles of whom the principal are Mangatty Atja, the hereditary general, 
Tinanehery Elledam Paranby and Dhermuttu PaDnical [Dharmotu Pannikarj ; the 
influence of the last-named has been greatly cheeked by the loss of a large portion of 
his lands which were taken from him by the Hon b,e Company. 
























owing to the intrigues of the 
Duly as long as their interests 


Near the bay o( Cannanore, which is the full property of the Hon’ble Company on 
account of the right which the Portuguese had to it, lies the bazaar of the Moors 
whose chief is called Adivaja. He also has made exclusive contracts with the Hon’ble 
Company, which however he does not observe any better than the other princes.. 
After the death of the Bibi or ruling queen which occurred last year, her son, the 
young Adiraja, has come to the throne; ho is a profligate young whelp, wholly devoted 
to the French. "Whenever occasion offers, he displays great dislike and contempt for 
the Hon’ble Company, though owing to our serious threats he has been, somewhat 
quieter of lato ; possibly he may become wiser in time as he grows in years. 

However if a war should break out between our state and Prance and he should 
commit himself too far with that nation or allow it entrance to the bazaar, it will not 
be amiss to show him that he is within range of the cannon of our fortress and then he 
will draw in his horns. 

Still it is an unaccountable fact that we have allowed the fort of Casanacotta 
to be built not only within range of our -fortress, but even on such an advantageous, 
elevation that it could sufficiently command our fortifications if it were provided 
with the same heavy cannon as ours. I have no further remarks to make about this 
proprietor except that the Lekker-Diva [Laccadive] islands belong to him. 

It is a matter for much reflection that the kingdom of Colastry continued to be- 
in a flourishing condition as long as the Hon’ble Company alone was settled there, » 
but sinoethe English and the French have established themselves there, it has fallen ' 
into a state of decay. Even the Moors of the bazaar, were formerly rich merchants, 


The king or ruling prince and the king of Cottatta [KottavauiTj, a powerful vassal 

Chief, the binder-merchant Jacob Dam, S' the Hon’bleSjompany be willing to protect 
them against their enemies. But knowing as we do from experience how ungrateful 
this nation is and how quickly they forget benefits received, we have rejected their 
proposals under pretext of our inability owing to the war with Travancore, and 
however alluring their promises may be, your Worship should never engage yourself' 
with them without express orders of the Their Bight worshipfuls. 



other; the more so because the English have already established themselves at Taliehery 
and the French at Mahe and they enjoy all the products of that country. It would 


be desirable to secure so much stock merchandise as at least to be able to flaunt our 


fortress without loss to the Hon’ble Company, for there may yet be a chance of selling 
it. While I am writing this, news is brought that the differences between Colastry 
and Adiraja have, as was generally expected, ended in open hostilities. As the 
Hon’ble Company has no interests in these countries, it will be unnecessary to interfere • 
in the matter unless in course of time Their Eight Worshipfuls should give orders to. 


that effect i 









































(Basrur) by the “ Wapeu van Hoorn ._ 

to allow a cargo of small elephants to be imported by the ships which come mere 
empty from Ceylon every year, it would be easy to dispose of them quickly and 
profitably, because they are in great demand with the people of Malabar. 

The king of Cochin claimed the tail-duty—as it is called—of the elephants recently 
sold. This is rightly due to him on all elephants which the people of Malabar 
export from or through his country, but it cannot be shown that the same rule applies 
to the Hon’hie Company, the rather because such a thing has not been the custom 
and is nowhere provided in the treaties, and besides the ground on which the town 
of Cochin is built has never been the property of this king but belonged to the king 
oi Kepolim from whom the Portuguese got it, and although His Highness has tolls 
collected in this town, it is no obligation but an act of courtesy on the part of the 
Hou’ble Company to permit the same, in order to bind His Highness more closely 

to the Hnn’bie Oomuauy. However ibis aot of kindness and m-“. - 1 ' 

le Company seem to have been forgottei 


is Baja by th< 
The Beve. 


rendered to 




ir 1741/42 at Cochin. 


Bv duSB on legally imported and exported native mere 
Bv taxes on slaves exported from this coast., 

By taxes on houses and premises sold 

By dues on passing vessels at the fort of Cranganore 

By sale of stamped paper . 


AtOhettua by taxes on paddy, toddy a: 


I put pepper in the first place because the Hon’ble Company maintains its 
expensive establishments on this coast for the sake of this grain. 

If I were to treat of this subject from its very beginning this work would 
become too extensive and so I beg to refer your Worship to the letters to Batavia 
and home of eight years ago, because before my arrival a great change had been 

that when the Right Worshipful Hendrik Zwaardeoroon (of happy memory) was 
Commissary of Malabar he ordered that the pepper on this coast should be sold at 
a premium of 25 per cent., the produce being abundant and cash scarce, with the view 
that, buyers being able to secure this commodity from the Hon’ble Company at a 
low rate, there should be no profit left in smuggling it. But as onr Hon’ble 
Masters f Le ., the Council of the Seventeen"], according to extraot from Home Despatches, 
dated 27th July 1719 and 17th July 1722’and also 21st July 1725, considered this price 
too low, the premium was raised to 50 per cent, and in the year 1788 to 150 per cent. 

However fully justified the raising of the. price was in every respect, still it is at 
the same time an incontrovertible truth that the greater the premium of pepper the 
greater are the profits of smuggling. As soon as the Hon’ble Company fixes 





the price of an}' stock merchandise, this price is usually seen to rise still hi 
many places, and this is the case with pepper feet. that tl 

chants here offered 100 per cent, premium at t 
had great difficulty in contracting at tbe same 
this is possible, I could give several reasons, but 1 shall content myself with giving 
only one here. By way of example : the pepper is sold at Surat at a premium of 100 
per cent.; in places far from Surat the same pepper will of course be sold still dearer by 
the first buyers and consequently you can easily ‘ D '"" v 1 

Purbander, Cathay and Sind can pay a premium of 1 
and still realise more profit than if they themselves _ _ _ 

direct, because there they would have to buy at second or third hand : 
make no profits on their own goods which they export from them owu uuium v aim 
on which they now realise good profits from Bombay to Cochin. 

To return to the subject under discussion, as the price of pepper had been 
raised, it was in greater demand among the smugglers, and the amount collected by 
the Company began to decrease from year to year. Our endeavours to put a stop to 
this were by no means small but mostly to no purpose. At last we were convinced 
that all political and mercantile measures were vain and that no diligence on our 
part could check the profit-seeking merchant when he is able without danger to make 
- 1 —e than with the Hon’ble Company. Then the liberty was 


m the neighbouring factories 
If you were to ask me how 
content myself with g ‘ 


it. or 150 per cent. ] 

th'Vh 6 P d PP d t?° m S 


n to lay before their Bight "Worshipfuls the only two ways 
ire the trade, namely either to follow the market or adopt ea 


Both plans, it cannot be denied, involved very many difficulties : As for the 
first plan, it would have been unnecessary to conquer Malabar with so much expense 
and to waste so much blood and money in order to secure exclusive contracts, if we 
had been willing to follow the market by the side of the ordinary merchant. More¬ 
over to follow the market is well nigh impossible because an ordinary merohant., who 
has to defray no expenses of any importance, is better off with 25 per cent, profit on 
pepper than the Hon’ble Company with 100 per cent., inasmuch as the latter has 
to hear the considerable burdens of so many establishments on this coast. 
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war are certain but its result is uncertain. And even if we could be certain of a 
good result, it is still to be feared that these faithless rulers would not keep their word 
longer than they were compelled to do so by the dread inspired by the Hon’bh 
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But if on the ground of my long stay on this coast, 1 were forced to give my opinion 
as to which of these two bad expedients deserves preference, I should be not a little 
embarrassed. I am convinced that one of the two plans must necessarily be adopted 
or the Company’s investment on this coast must be withdrawn for the greatest part. 
Even with time there is not the slightest hope of improvement except by means of 
the two proposed plans. I would not answer definitely but according to times and 
circumstances and considering whether peace or war is probable in Europe, and how 
the Company's interests stand in India. No doubt sometimes it would be better to 
follow the market provided the Hon’ble Company can count on a profit of 100 
or 75 per cent., the former in Europe and the latter in India. However should the 
Hon’ble Company have a great force at any time in India and occasion permit us 
to push the matter energetically my opinion would be that it would suffice to make 
ourselves completely masters of the states of Peri tally and Berkencur ; this would be 
sufficient for the Hon’ble Company together with the supplies which the other 
would finish of their own accord. I say “make ourselves completely 
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No doubt many objections could be raised, but if you enter on this path you will 
have to make up your mind and make the best of a bad bargain, as the saying is. 

If the enhancement of the price of pepper should catch on and he a success, the 
services of the Lascorins 1 who keep watch at Cherlette and elsewhere should be 
dispensed with. 

As regards this increase for the present year it has been so fully shown that 
•otherwise there is not the slightest chance of seeming any pepper for the Honoenable 
Company in our recent letter addressed to our Hon’ble Masters and dated 5th 
November 1742, that it would be superfluous to make further mention of it here. 

I refer your Worship to this correspondence and also to the orders which their Eight 
Worshipfuls have kindly issued with reference to this increase in case of necessity in 
their letters to Malabar, dated 29th October 1703. 22nd September 1705 and 1st 
October 1706. They clearly lay down that it will'be better to follow the market by 
the side of our competitors rather than be without pepper for the necessary annual return 
shipment to Ceylon. 

Tor the rest I must here mention also that passes for 100 candies of pepper are 
annually given to the kings of Coilan, Calicoilan and Eorca if the contracts have been 
completed ; otherwise no passes are given. They are not allowed to split up the cargo, 
but it must be carried to the south and not to the north with one pass and in one 

The king of Cochin gets from the suppliers a toll of 40 Cochin fanams a for each 
candy of pepper of 500 lbs. In Coilan the Hon’ble Company pay 4 fanams or L|j rix- 
dollars according as they are able to agree with the kings ; the same is the custom in 
other places, but in Chcttua the suppliers pay half a lix-dollar, half for the Hon’ble 
Company and the other half for the Payonchcry Nairs. 

I am adding a note for your Worship’s perusal from which you will learn how 
much pepper has been supplied to the Hon’ble Company since the year 1690 both 
'in this town and in the out-factories. The same is marked No. 3 [missing"]. 

Piece-goods. 

Let ns hope that the collection of piece-goods in Travancore and on the Madura 
Coast may be so successful as to deserve to occupy the second place. 

In Travancore the collection will have to be made at Tengapatanam if peace is j 
made and Cottate [Kottar] for Ceylon and for this commaadery in accordance with 
the regulations laid down on this behalf by the Bight Worshipful van Imhoff, and such 
•stuffs should be bought as will, in your Worship’s judgment, find the readiest 
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Whether the free transport of oloth from Travaneore is to be permitted to native 
traders or to be prohibited is a matter which 1 shall not pronounce on here. No- 
doubt it would be desirable to prevent it if it could be prevented, but such a step 
would rouse great displeasure among the Malabar rulers, and therefore your Worship 
should await their Eight Worahipfuls’ orders. It is easy to prevent the transport by 
sea, but transport by land cannot well be prevented. 

Cloths are bought up for this commandcry in the Madura country also with the 
permission of the Ceylon administration and this has been approved by their Eight 
Worahipfuls. 

The Merchants Ezechiel and Naga Porbo supply cloths on contract through 
their representatives there ; next they are brought to the residents of the Hon’ble 
Company and they have them packed up and sent, along with a proper invoice, by the 
Company’s vessels to C'oehiD. In this place the cargo is handed over to the above-men¬ 
tioned merchants, who have to pay 20 per cent, premium in accordance with the orders 
of their Eight Worshipfuls contained in a secret despatch, dated 1th July 1740. 

Last year the Hon’ble Company paid for those cloths, but now, at the request 
of the merchants and with the approval of the Ceylon administration, the merohants 
have been permitted themselves to make payment ill order to avoid the loss which 
they incurred from an inexact calculation of the Madura farnin and also in order to do. 
away with the complaints that they had sometimes to wait rather long for their 
money. However it will be the rather necessary that the residents should make the 
price known to your Worship and it should be compared with the invoi 
to see whether all is straight on this point. If an eye is kept on this 
will be no possibility of any muddling. 

Cochin chintzes are painted here within the Company’s jurisdiction. In the. 
beginning they were disposed of at a good profit at Batavia, but last year they were 
sold at a loss. In his report, which may be found in-the second bundle of the 
appendices under No. 4 [missing] the Assistant Adrian Harsteede attributes this to 
the bad times at the said head-quarters. Tour "Worship should for the present stop 
the work, and the little which is in hand should be disposed of either here or in 
Persia in compliance with the express order of tteir Eight Worahipfuls to be found in 
the despatch of 30t.h September 1742. 




Cardamom, of the oabessa kind, produced in the country of the king of Cottatte 
. ce fallen in' 

who pay such high prices for it that there 
unless the road is entirely blocked by r _ 
which is produced in these parts in the country of Coddachery Caimal and Punjatty 
Perumal, the Hon’blc Company secured in the year- 1741, 4,050 lbs. at 70 ducats, 
per candy of 500 lbs. but since that time the price has risen so that the Company has- 
not been able to secure anything for that reason and also on account of the quarrels- 
between the above named Caimals, and Punjatty Perumal was unwilling to make a 

for him against good payment a small piece of land called Oondasider and belonging- 
to the Pagoda of Irnale Coddy Codavanika. Although this is a matter of smalt 
importance and the king of Cochin has been pressed about it we have not been able 
to succeed, because this ungrateful or rather careless ruler will not take the least 
trouble. However your Worship should remember this matter in case an opportunity 

Cotton. 

The collection of Surat and Cathay [Keti ?] cotton for the use of the Madura 
weaving establishments, which was recommended by Commissary Hendrik Zwaarde- 
eroon, and again ordered by secret despatch from Batavia, dated 4th July 1740, has not 








been possible during the last year on aocount ot the excessively high prices due to the 
large oxport to Bengal, and the price has as yet gone down very little. However the 
Company’s merchant Naga Porbo has undertaken to supply the 6,250 lbs. that were 
recently indented for, because the quantity is only a small one, the price to be the same 
as last year’s, viz., 32 rix-dollara. No doubt a good profit will be secured on this 
supply because the proper price is 50 rix-dollars, but it is impossible for the 
administration on this coast positively to guarantee it'. 


The same is the ease with the areca of Malabar. Their Eight Vorsbipfuls have 
ordered 6,250 lbs., to be bought on condition that suitable profits can be secured. 
Although the above-named merchant had undertaken to supply the same against 
last year’s price, the order has been withdrawn for the present, because the Chinese 
supercargos have intimated in their letter, dated 28th November 1742, that the market 
for this product was very bad there and that no profits worthy of the name would be 
secured. This is in conformity with the express order of their Right Worshipfuls 
contained in the despatch of the 30th September 1742. 


Sandalwood is purchased in the Kingdom of Canara. and sent to Batavia for the 

large quantitie 
empty to Bata 

of 15,000 lbs. ......- 0 „„, ... „ 

was able to hold. But in future this must be done via Ceylon and the Coromandel 
administration must be requested to order early if there is any further need of this 
product, because it is not always possible to get it from the north. 

Our officers at Barssalore [Basrur] must always be recommended to select large 
pieces of a yellow colour, because a kind of sandalwood is found there which is 
brought from Bidrur [Bednore, properly Bidururu, Bamboo-iown] and which is of a 
spurious sort and also costs a great deal less. The best quality called .Amany [the 
court kind from Tamil aranmanai or Malayalam aramana\ comes from Mysore, and 
the second quality, called Vamally, is largely exported to C hina . 
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Cowries are brought from the vessels which come here annually straight from the- 
Maldives. These vessels are beginning to have a liking to sail to Calicut where these 
little shells can be sold with more profit. Last year we ordered a king’s vessel 
coming from Callout to be seized, because it is stated in our letters that those traders 
are not allowed to come anywhere except to this town, it, being assumed that the 
• Hon’ble Company in Ceylon had made exclusive contracts with that king ; however 
the confr'ary has since been proved from the Ceylon papers, and their Right 
Worshipfuls having also ordered in their honoured letter of the 80th September 17±2 
that that vessel should be released, it was set free at once. 

Still it will be permissible, if it can be done, to divert the vessels from that voyage 
by persuasive measures. The Hon’ble Company has, in our opinion, the power to. 
do this on the strength of the exclusive contracts; however it cannot be denied that 
these refer chiefly to European countries. In the year 1736 a contract was also made 
with A diraja fof Cannanore] to supply the Hon’ble Company annually with 500 
catties [about lbs. each] of cowries which are brought there from his Lekker Diva 

to press him strongly to maintain his contract, but later on, as soon as circumstances 


The Sind chunks \ to which a detailed reference is made in our letter of the 14th 
of December 1738, have since also been taken to Calicut by the merchants because 
they could not dispose of them here. However, should the trade of the Company 




























































CHAPTER TIT. 


THE COMPACTS DOMESTIC AFFAIRS. 

We now come to the Company’s domestic affairs and in the first place : 

The Trite Religion. 

The Reverend Preacher .Johannes Scherius is in charge of the religious ministra¬ 
tions on this coast. To my sincere regret I must confess that the Reformed Doctrine has 
made little progress in spite of all careful forethought and the regulations concerning 
schools and education of children and the instructions regarding the penetration of 
popish superstitions. Not to speak of the recklessness and indifference of men in an 
affair upon which their eternal welfare or ill-fare depends, almost all the children of 
our European employees married to Catholic wives are brought up in the Roman Paith. 
Not the slightest improvement can be expected unless church and schools are provided 
with edifying and efficient teachers who understand the Portuguese language. 
Though attempts were made to provide for the children by causing them to learn Dutch 
it was found that the quickest of them after many years of much labour and trouble 
could only be got so far as to recite something by heart without properly understanding 
it or being able to listen to discourses with any profit. The state of affairs is the more 
regrettable inasmuch as X have not the smallest hope of a change for the better, except 
in the above-mentioned means; for what can the zeal of a reformed Preacher, whom 
nobody can understand, do to combat.the bustle of the thousand Roman priests on 
this coast, who are perfectly equipped with the necessary knowledge of the languages ? 

However it cannot be said that our work in this matter has been altogether 
fruitless. Your Worship should take a keen interest in the propagation of God’s pure 
doctrine in the hope that the Almighty may raise up able and zealous men to cultivate 
the vineyard of the Lord and to work with profit therein. Whatever we have done 
in this respect may be found in our successive resolutions and letters. It would be 
well if your Worship were to have extracts collected and bound together in a separate 
bundle for your Worship’s consideration. The long wars have prevented us 
executing our good intentions in this regal'd. In a secret letter, dated 11th August 
1742, your Worship will find how far our doings in this matter have been approved 
by their Right; Worshipfuls. 


Court of Justice. 

Justice was pretty irregularly administered when I arrived here. The Court of 
Justice has now been provided with good books, among others the Ceylon Blaffert 1 
kindly sent to us from that island by the Right Worshipful van Imhoff. Moreover all 
extracts from political Counoil Resolutions and Home and Batavia letters are now 
communicated to the Court of Justice, and are bound together and properly indexed. 
By this the work of the members of this court is not a little lightened, if they will 
only take the trouble to go through the papers diligently. 

All sentences not subject to revision or appeal must be confirmed by the 
Commandenr acting alone, because the membere of the Rolitioal Council also sit in the 
Court of Justice. If the Commandeur is of opinion that there has been a. manifest 
miscarriage of justice, or that a sentence is contrary to law and the custom of the 
country, he may stay execution and communicate his objections, at the first 
opportunity, to the Supreme Government for the necessary orders. 

The Political Council. 
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The fortress at Ohettua is without defect as also that at CJannanore, they 
both having been entirely renewed in my time. Their Right Worshipfuls have issued 
orders not to break down the old works*, until I should have inspected them person¬ 
ally. Owing to the war and other urgent business I have not been able to do so and 
you will have to await whatever further orders their Right Worshipfuls may be pleased 
to issue. As for the Residencies on this coast, the one at Tengapatnam is a small mud 
building worth nothing, which has been broken down by the enemy. We must try to 
stipulate in the terms of peace that the enemy must replace the building at their own 
expense. In the recent conferences held at Mavilcaire they did not seem to raise any 
serious objectiou to this proposal. The brick storehouse at Peza has remained intact 
if the reports can be believed. The “ Lodge 1 ” at Calieoilan has also been destroyed 
for the greatest part. You will have to await their Worshipfuls 1 orders before repairing 
the building. By letter, dated 5th November ultimo, we have made a proposal to 
construct an ola [palm-leaf] dwelling-house and warehouse on the shore near Great 
Aivika because the “ Lodge 55 is too far inland and the pepper has to be carried to the 
11 s and expense. The brick “Lodge” at Porca was built as 
without the smallest defect. 

The Residency at Panany [Ponnani] is made of mud and must be rethatohed 
every year with new olas. In the terms of peace of 1717, article 9, it was stipulated 
that the same was to be covered with tiles. However, the Zamorin has never consented 
to it. In vie w of the constant expenses the present state of affairs is obj eetionable; in 
other respect's the matter is of little importance since the only use of the new residency 
there is to watch the wiles of the Court of the Zamorin. In the harbour of 
Condapor at Barsalore the Hon’ble Company has surrounded the “ Lodge ” and 
the warehouse with a wall, which however is getting old and ruinous. - 

Tour Worship has no power to erect new wooden buildings without the express 
consent of their Right Worshipf uls, but as far as I know there is no need for any here 
on this coast except a new gun-powder magazine at Coilan. The cost of this budding, 
viz., 4,843-1-8 guilders according to the estimate of our building expert, is being 
reported to Batavia under express orders. This building is most necessary not only 
because the powder gets spoilt every year in the damp cellar, but is very dangerously 
placed there as being under the guard-post of bastion Ceylon and provided with a 
flooring of common planks. A s the matter did not admit of further delay we have 
fitted the loft above the hall of the chief’s house for the purpose, but in time of wax 
this would be of no use, not to speak of elevated places being more exposed to lightning. 
And so let us hope that their Right Worshipfuls may kindly sanction this urgent work. 

Of repairs which require undertaking you will find plenty everywhere with so 
many fortifications, “ lodges ” and buildings. Still in my opinion 24 carpenters and 
10 bricklayers will be sufficient in future in the town here. This number can always 
be increased if necessary from among Topass workmen, who maybe had mere in laJge 
numbers for one schelling (six stivers or pence) a day. The work at the church is 
practically finished. A new floor will, be required in the large hall of the Commandeur’s 
liniisfi a* rtu. am <vno 10 n-m+e rotten and decayed according to the report of the 


Superintendent a 


se carpenters, dated 28th December u 





SEAMEN, 


Yachts, sloops and smaller vessels for the use of this Co m mandery and for other 
•settlements are constructed here firm and strong. Their Right "Worshipfuls have 
.sanctioned by letter dated 19th October 173 the construction of a new yacht 
in the place of the “ Magdalena” taken by the Angria pirates, and again by their 
esteemed letter of the 2nd October 1740 they have sanctioned the building not only 
of a sloop for this Commandery but of a second sloop which will come in useful in 
order to keep our workmen engaged. Herewith is added a report sub No. 7 [missing! 
for your Worship’s consideration on all rowing boats and sailing vessels to be found 
• in this town showing when they were built and in what condition they are now. 

Seeing that no more building is required at the out-settlements the number of 
vessels may well be diminished with no small relief in the heavy burdens which 
press with special seventy on thi3 Commandery. 


Seafaring men are always scarce here and sometimes it is difficult to find the 
•necessary Bosschieters (ship’s musketeers), but as we must make a virtue of necessity 
we have'provided the boats with coolies of the muqua [Mukkuva, a fishing caste] 
caste under a quartermaster. They have become so skiLled now that we can dispense 
with European sailors on the boats, while on the yachts and sloops we place the few 
seamen at our disposal, in part Moors and Topasses who live round about here and who 
begin to learn creditably. In this way we paddle with the oars we have, the work is 
done pretty satisfactorily and the expenditure is greatly reduced. For this reason 
your "Worship’s aim should be to make the natives more and more fit for this service. 

2 rix-dollars each cooly and 8| rix-doEar3 Topass and Moor. 

"With the permission of their Right Worshipfuls your Worship should increase 
by a little the pay of those who give most satisfaction, to encourage the men and 
prevent them joining the service of other European nations who already tempt them 
very greatly by promising better pay. 

Indents . 

Indents for merchandise, cash, provisions, and other necessaries must be drawn 
up with careful consideration, approved in Council, and despatched m good time in 
quadruplicate to Batavia. 

When home indents are executed mention must not be omitted of the time when 
the same wore received here in accordance with express desire of our Right Worshipful 
Masters [the Seventeen], contained, in extinct from the indent of return freights from 
India for the year 174-1. 


Presents must not be given unless they have been judged necessary by the 
Council of Malabar and moreover the esteemed sanction of their Right Worshipfuls 
must be sought. The customaiv presents which are given to rulers and merchants 
annually or on certain occasions must neither be increased, nor decreased, but you go 
by precedent except when the interests of the Company absolutely demand a change, in 
which case their Right Worshipfuls have ordered that we need not stand on a trifle. 
However, as has been said, the same must he declared necessary and sanctioned in 
Council. ' By letter, dated 7th September 1740, their Right Worshipfuls have also been 
pleased to order on my proposal that the presents given to rulers and to merehants on 
the occasion of the renewal of the pepper contracts must not be given until after the 


The money formerly circulating on this coast consisted of ducats and Cochin 
fanams, but as^our Hon’ble Masters have been pleased to resolve not to send the 
former gold coin any longer to this coast, their Right Worshipfuls have provided us 
with 103,872 Spanish reals which are issued without difficulty at the rate of 
10 sehellings each, but according to recent orders from their Right Worshipfuls must 
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Gunpowder, 

Tour "Worship will have to obtain future supplies of gunpowder from Batavia,, 
inasmuch as Ceylon has herself run short of that commodity. "We do not send our 
spoilt gunpowder any longer to Ceylon to be made up again, because the Jewish 
gunpowder makers do that work here even better; at present they have in hand 
3,100 lbs. of gunpowder recently imported from Coilan which had lost all its 
strength. 

Provisions. 

The Jews bring in provisions from Anj i oaimal [Emaculam district]], Bepolim. 
[EdapaJli] and Paro [Parur]. The sea provides us with abundance of fish, hut it 
cannot be said that provisions are as cheap as in former days ; on the contrary the 
difference is surprising. "Formerly the price of victuals was fixed by the Civil Council 

re-introduce this excellent custom, but 1 had to give up rtieidea for fear we should 
be starved to death. However export of provisions should be prevented as far as 
possible. 

Drinking Water. 

Drinking water is fetched with u gamels ,J in casks from Feradalva [iilwaye]; to 
the great comfort of the Company’s servants ; for since this has been done, little has 
been heard of such gross diseases as Europeans were formerly subject to here so long 
as they had to drink the brackish water from the wells. Your Worship must take 
oare that no improper use is made of the water and that it is not supplied except to 
those entitled to it. Othcrwiso the cooly-wages would run up too high ; at the same 
time I think that sufficient precautions have been taken against this by the new regula¬ 
tions which we made at the meeting of the 7th January ultimo with regard to wages, 
provided they are properly observed, which your "Worship should see to. 1 

Meat and Bacon . 

Moat and bacon, are kept in stock here in the town as well as in the other fortresses 
to be used in case of need. Good care should be taken that they do not go bad. 
The stock should be inspected every six months by officers who understand the 
matter and if necessary it should be given fresh piokle. The oldest stock may be 
supplied to the ships even though they are not in want of it; on condition however 
that it is still good and fit for use ; it is our Right Worshipful Masters’ desire that it 
should not be given out in rations in any other case, hut should be thrown into the 
sea in order of time as will be seen from their esteemed letter to Malabar of this 22nd 
October 1699. It must be clearly understood that this is only when the provisions 
have gone bad without any one’s fault and only by having been kept too long; otherwise 
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in all places under the jurisdiction of this Commander}' and on the 21st August the time 
was extended from the expiration of the first period for another six months. This 
•ended in moving the authorities at Mahd -do agree to the proposed cartel. But as 
pending the execution of the cartel the notorious case occurred of the French head 
interpreter Ignatius Texeida of Coilan and the soldier Frans Harmen 0 . . n of 

Cochin, who took refuge in Cannanore under cover of the Proclamation of Pardon, a full 
account of which incident will be found in the letters then interchanged, the French 
declared that they had no mind to maintain the cartel that had been settled. "With 
regard to this you must await the orders of their Right Worshipfuls. As in the mean¬ 
time we had received no answer from the English, we addressed ourselves direct to 
the Governor and Council of Bombay, who to our surprise replied that they had no 
power to settle a cartel, but must first obtain permission from England. This 
moved their Right Worshipfuls to issue orders that we should pay hack those nations 
an their own coin. Jt must be added here that in accordance with a resolution of the 
14th instant, the Proclamation of Pardon is to bo extended for another year. Your 
Worship may give effect to this after my departure; 1 was unwilling to do this lest 
these people, who are very simple for the most part, should imagine that the proclamation 
ceased to be in force with my departure. 

Native Servants and Subjects, 


The Company’s native servants and subjects consist of Topasses. Laseorins and 

The Topasses come down to us from the Portuguese freed slaves, and possibly 
some illegitimate children among them. They have borrowed and carefully 
preserved not only the name but also the character of their old masters. They are 
particularly haughty, la zy and conceited and though they receive great privileges at 
the hands of the Honourable Company and cannot expect better treatment under a 
Roman Catholic Government still it is true that they nevertheless strongly hanker 
after a change, as was only too clear to us when four years ago the French made a 
show on this coast with their rodomontades. However a few must be excepted, who 
behave well, at least outwardly. The majority of them find a living under the 
Hon’ble Company. Most of the gardens and fields are rented out to them ; many 
of them are employed in the ship-building yard, with the house carpenter’s and 
in the smithy, some of them serve as interpreters, others are soldiers and many earn 
their living by fishing; they alone enjoy the privilege of selling refreshments 
to the company’s ships; many also in this town live by all kinds of crafts 


be said that all except 




means enough of livelihood on this coast. Nevertheless, there are many and indeed 
the best of them who leave these parts without permission and take service with the 
English and French. We have done our best to provide aganist this by the Regulation 
published on the 26th September 1739. These people dress in the European fashion, 
speak the Portuguese language and by common consent stand under the 
jurisdiction of the Honourable Company. They are not allowed to marry without a 
letter of consent from the commandeur and their disputes are settled by our Courts of 


As for the head interpreter of the French at Make, Ignatius Texeida, who is a bom 
subject of the Hon’ble Company and first of all entered their service, he asked us to 
inform him whether he could avail himself of the General Pardon which was published 
on the 26th February 1742. We replied that he could and he found an opportunity 
to take refuge in the Fort at Cannanore on the 30th May last year, and has been pro¬ 
tected by us notwithstanding the many protests of the French, which your Worship 
will find in the Letter-book of foreign nations together with our answer. With 
regal'd to this your Worship will have to await the answer of their Right Worshipfuls, 
who were respectfully informed of the matter by letter of the 16th July following. 

I have also granted a letter of pardon to Domingo Rodrigues, the inteipreter of 
the English at Ansjenga and at the same time of the king of Travancore. He pleaded 
that he could not come over to us at once on the ground that his small fortune was 
•outstanding among the natives. He assured me at the same time that he would 
meanwhile discover all secrets to me; to which end I have had a correspondence kept 






















































ation T must remark here that His Highness would be glad to get his guarantee 
cancelled on the plea that he never gave his consent, but the matter is too well known 
for any doubt to be possible. Hot only did we have the money delivered to the Icing 
of Cochin by the Company’s merchant Ezcchiel Babbi but an agreement was drawn 
up in our presence between the King and the Prince that the lands of 
Cavallamangalam situated in Berkencur should be given to the king of Cochin in 
pledge until this sum should be repaid. Both parties also examined and accepted the 
aforesaid account here at the Court. So your 'Worship should feel no spnpathy for 
these unfounded pleas but should continue to withhold the King’s tolls and mint dues 
until the full amount has been paid ; nor should vou take the slightest notice of the offer 
of the Prince to pay this debt to the Hon’ble' Company himself since you can put 
little trust in the promises of these Princes and we would never have lent this money 
had we not reckoned on the tolls of the king of Cochin which safeguard the 
Hon’ble Company against all loss and risk. 

In the same manner a loan of 11.038 T * a V rix-dollars has been made to the Sig- 
natty on a bond for 6,083^^ and on good security for 5,000, which will have to 
be recovered out of his pepper tolls. Appended for your Worship’s consideration is a 
separate memorandum about these two items, No. 10 of the annexures [missing]. 

Peace Negotiations. 

During this war we have endeavoured to open peace negotiations with the Kaja 
of Travancore every year before the beginning of the campaign but this proud prince 
has not condescended to reply to our friendly olas on the subject. Last year he sent 
some persbns to Climanur tp treat with us, but his demands were so unreasonable that 
we could not listen to them. This was all the more surprising as the Company’s arms 
were at that time prospering greatly and we had recently conquered the province of 
Climanur and were ready to invade Attinga; you may easily judge from this how 
presumptuous he has become since we have had to leave the field. However on 
concluding a peace with the Signatty at Mauattu in September last, His Highness 
expressed in strong terms to the kings of Cochin and Tekkencur his great desire to 
become reconciled with the Hon’ble Company and he requested the above-mentioned 
kings to effect this by their mediation, adding threats in case they should be found 
careless on this point. We then flattered ourselves that a reasonable peace might be 
expected in the near future. But the above-mentioned mediators were by no means 
anxious to exercise their good offices and in spite of our many requests and 
exhortations we could not get even so far in three months as to get a plaoe fixed for 
the negotiations. As it was quite apparent that there would never be any end to this, 
we resolved to leave those unwilling mediators alone and to address ourselves direot 
to the king of Travancore. Outwardly he showed himself very willing and sent 
his representatives Krishna Anavy, the Dellawa 1 , and Cuchu Mussadu to Mavilcarre, 
a place situated in the little kingdom of DeMartha.; Ezechiel Babbi and the Captain of 
the Topasses, Silvester Mendes, were sent to the same place on behalf of the Company. 
After the lapse of a month, matters had proceeded so far that we were on the point of 
sending some members of our Council thither to settle the affair finally. But the 
Travancore Eajadores, with their usual craftiness, all of a sudden and quite unexpect¬ 
edly declared that His Highness had changed his mind and refused to approve what 
they had conceded and that it would he necessary to go with them to His Highness 
at Tirvananda Poram (Trivandrum) to settle these points. Our representatives 
gathered from various circumstances that if they refused they would be taken by 
force and so pretended to agree to the proposal and only asked to he allowed to go to 

thehands of those faithless Malabaris. A full account of all this will be found in 
the correspondence which has been collected in a separate bundle, and in the papers 
concerning the peace negotiations with' the representatives of the king of Travancore 
at Mavilcarre and to avoid prolixity I refer your Worship to those documents. 
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CHAPTER I. 


If ever much, has been written and thought in different ways about any factory 
of the Company in India, it has been undoubtedly about Malabar, where matter has 
constantly been furnished by changes and revolutions. 

Malabar is the latest conquest taken by the Company in India from the 
Portuguese; for immediately after it was taken the tidings came that peace with 
Portugal had been made and ratified. 

In the year 1774 various ugly rumours were current about the Portuguese in 
connection both with this town and Ceylon, which were mentioned by me in my 
letter, dated 24th May of that same year, to the then first Advocate 1 of the Company 
Mr. Van der Hoop. This letter was despatched overland privately as there was at 
that time no opportunity to send it by ship. A copy of this letter will be found at 
the Secretariat and I refer you to the same. 

The rumours in connection with this place came among other things to this: 
viz., that the Portuguese had made preparation to re-establish themselves in India 
and that they would first claim this town under pretext that it was taken after peace 
was made. These rumours were fairly general and even considered probable, 
because just at that time there were really many improvements and changes for the 
better introduced at Goa with regard to sea artillery and military reorganisation as 
also with regard to their political administration. But since then these rumours have 
again gradually disappeared. 

It is mentioned in the “ Vaderlandsche Historie ” (the National History) 13th 
volume, page 378, that in the year 1369 it was agreed between Holland and Portugal 
that Cochin and Cannanore would remain Dutch, as a pledge for arrears , which were 
still due to the States by Portugal Whether these arrears have ever been settled and 
whether since then anything has been agreed to about these two towns, the “ Vader¬ 
landsche Historie ” does not mention. 

Cochin was conquered in January and Cannanore in Pebrufiry 1668. Peace was 
made on the 6th August 1661, but the ratification or sanction was not exchanged 
mutually before the loth December 1662 aocording to the same 44 Vaderlandsche 
Historie,’ 5 page 72; and the proclamation was issued on the 11th March 1663. 
According to the 6th article of the treaty of peace, hostilities were to cease two 
months after the ratification in Europe and in other regions after the proclama¬ 
tion of peace. Now as the proclamation of peace was published at the Hague only in 
March 1668, it follows that the proclamation in India must have taken place consider¬ 
ably later and so Cochin and Cannanore are legal conquests; but why it was then 
agreed upon to keep these places as a pledge for arrears is a puzzle to which I can 
suggest no solution 2 . 

However, I was once told here by a Portuguese in the course of a conversation, 
as a fact which was commonly accepted and believed by^his nation, that the Portu¬ 
guese, after peace was made, would undoubtedly have received back the town of 
Cochin, if they had been willing to make good the expenses which the Dutch gave 
out they had incurred before and after the conquest of the town, and the amount of 
which was so excessively large that Portugal could not see her way to paying it. 

But be that as it may, our rights have been sufficiently established by a 
possession of more than a hundred years quod ad jus, and we ought to maintain then 
quod ad factum. 
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minister particularly so ; their object is to divert you from the point at issue; so I 
have always received this minister kindly but indulged little in polite conversation 
and despatched briefly and in few words whatever had to be discussed, and when- 

with a smiling face. In this way I have always kept him manageable. As he can 
do much in the matter of the supplying of pepper he should be treated accordingly 
and even made a friend of. During my term of office he lias already been dismissed 
twice for my forma) satisfaction. For if I got only a small pepper-supply I made so 
much fuss about it that the king, having no other means of meeting my complaints, 
would put the blame on the pepper purveyor. His enemies at the court are in such 
a case usually the first to advise the king to dismiss him, and so it happens that he 

Another official, with whom one comes almost daily in contact, is the king’s 
“Agent” so-called, by name Ananda Malian. He usually resides here, has a 
finger in every pie, gives attention to everything that happens, receives advances in 
cash and fire-arms on credit, and as often as he receives orders from the court to 
bring anything forward he asks for an interview, or if you want to see him he will 

He is a cheerful man, easy to get ou with, a Canarese by birth. 

With regard to the king and his ministers, I have generally found that they are 
not only able, but also pretty self-possessed. They have entirely mastered their 
passions and can conceal even their dissatisfaction behind a smiling face just as if 
they had not been put out. I had also occasion to notice that they despise hasty, 
quick-tempered people. If one has the weakness of being a little hasty or quick¬ 
tempered, one should be on one’s guard against it in their presence. However I 
have also found that there is no need to be reserved with them, but that it is even 
expedient to apeak to them severely occasionally and tell them the truth point blank. 


















































































































ce. If then Travancore should obtain possession of 
of Mutucunu, he would undoubtedly build a fort on 

only in such a case claim rights over the river, or that 
o strong a supposition. For in the south about three 
























CHAPTER IIC. 


How follows the second kingdom of Malabar, viz., that of the king of Cochin. 
It was formerly a large and important kingdom, bat in course of time it became 
very small through the conquests of the Zamorin, and especially after the year 1753 
through the conquests of the king of Travancore ; as has been shown in the first 
chapter about, Malabar in general. 

The kings have generally been greatlv devoted to their religion, and at the 
same time simple in state affairs, always letting themselves be led by their 
ministers, so that the Company has usually had much trouble with this kingdom. 
For at the time that the Company still hold the balance of power between t.l 


The king who reigned at the beginning of my term of office died in the ye 
.775, and was succeeded, according to the Laws of the country, by his sister’s side 
on. He mostly resides in his palace at Tripontarra (Tirupunittura) about thi 




The t 




with this ki 


:e formerly tronbleso 
m him froi 


_awkwardness whioh otherwise usually accompany meetings w 

kings. We lave often even visited each other without any ceremonial. 1 

The affairs of this kingdom are as a rale administered by the Palyet [Palyat 
Aelanl. He is a considerable landowner, permanent commander-in-chief and prime- 
minister of the kingdom of Cochin. He is hereditary chief of Chenotta [Ohenna- 
mangalam] and of a part of the island of Baypin [Vypeen]. In both these places he 
has palaces of sorts, but he usually resides at Chenotta which is near Crangauore, or 
more properly speaking to the east of it on the other side of.the river near the 

- of [Parur]. The little old kingdom of Valliavattam 

’ ’ ' rs to him. It is an island a little to the north from 

extremity of Para. He got this in ancient times 
rrom tne king of Cochin, who had inherited it fr&rn a Hair chief. The estate 
of Mulucarre situatod to the east of Tritsjnr [Trichnr] at the northern extremity 
of the kingdom of Cochin also belongs to him. This estate belonged formerly to 
another branch of the Palyets, named Mannacotta-Atjen [Achan] sin ' 

and so it has now passed into the hands of the other branch to which tl 
Palyet belongs. 




llavattatj also belongs to 
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n districts ot Travai 


r, where Bepolim also 


Carcarapally (Kadakkarapilli), Balamt 
■ and Trinconaposa (Trikunnapuzha), - 
large piece of ground, almost as 1 '" 


„ „ (Uzhuva), 

(Valambur), Carraporam (Karappuram), 8 
■hick last place Bepolim possesses a very 
i Bepolim itself, on wliich several palaces 

.. . Furthermore at Nallnnikel (Nalldnikal), Cliepatto 

■{Ghdppiid), 4 Chenitalio (ChennitiSla), Pandalom (Pantalaml, Tumbonam, Bet- 
tiekanrom. Caddekatto, llalleapose (Malayalappuzha),‘ Caluparra (Kdllupdra), 
Erowora (Iravipdrur;, 11 Ballancolom, Cacengaporom, Benikolottam, Balangare 
(ViSidnkara), Nertuncarve, Maddatumbagom (Madatumbhiigam), Calurcarre (Kalur- 
karra),' Benattare. 


In Porca at Muttitakel. 

In Tekkencur at Wassapally (Vazhapilli), Perinellon (Perinnayil). 8 
In the kingdom of Cochin, at Cellar (Kaldr), Pallariwattam (Paldrivaltam), 
Bennele (Vennala), Faddiwattam (Padivattam), Punuruny (Punnurunni), Chali- 
codda (Chalikkavattam), Cheramelur (CMrdnellur) and Ninadaearre (Bmdakara). 8 




































































































































































































































































































the possessor of these islands, and bears the title of Sultan of the Lekkerdiva 
Islands, just as the owner of the Maldive Islands is called the Sultan of the Maldives ; 
who by the way has been more than once attacked by Ady Raja, and has to be con¬ 
stantly on his guard against him. 

In this way this Moor Ruler has from the very beginning been placed in a high 
position and has always had a great influence on the affairs of the kingdom of 
Collastry. Add to this his extensive sea and land trade and it is not surprising 
that Ady Raja was always greatly respected and feared by his Suzerains, and not 
only became rich and powerful thereby, but has also caused the whole kingdom to 

This lasted however only till the advent of the Portuguese, by whom both he 
and the prince of Collastry were much oppressed, and even the trade by sea was 
checked. But no sooner was this nation expelled than his affairs changed for the 
better. For, as lias been mentioned above under the heading “ Collastry”, when a 
treaty of peace and friendship was made between Collastry and the Company, he 
was also included, and free sea-trade was again accorded to him under certain 


With regard to his relations with the Company he has been as unfaithful as 
all the other native princes and always knew how to put down the small pepper 
supply to one cause or another, but usually he laid the blame od the disturbed 
state of the country, because it was notorious. The real cause however was that 
he secretly sold his produce to othors, who offered him more than the Company 
had stipulated for. 

From what has been mentioned about him under the heading “ Collastry ”, it 
will be seen what intrigues and sharp practices this Moor Chief has always indulged 
•in and apart from this he has such a bad reputation all over Malabar that one 
hardly hears anything except evil of him. Especially the last Ady Raja, who 
died in the month of October 1778, was of a very cruel character and was besides 
a great spendthrift, who could not keep money. 


In the year 1742 although a mere youth, he succeeded to the throne, and 
within a short time he became such a nuisance to the Company, that in the year 
1745 it was resolved to refuse passes for his vessels. 


This had apparently a good effect, for in the year 1750 he let application be 
made for a renewal of the Company’s old friendship, which was granted to him 
provided he would see to it that all the cardamom growing in his territory should 
































































152 


of the Company, and had our interpreter assured of his good intentions and. inclina¬ 
tion towards the Company. He was then m Mangalore and sent for our interpreter, 
repeated his assurances of his good will towards the Company, but insisted at the 
same time on a supply of 1,000 grenadiers’ muskets. This was reported to Batavia 
and it was suggested "that it might be worth while to hare him complimented on 

Hut their Bight Worshipfuls, understanding.at once that he was not a man 
with whom the Company, following their existing policy, could work, recommended 
that endeavours should be made to keep him in that disposition which he professed 
towards the Company, without in any way flattering him and that his demands for 
war material should be refused in the most suitable manner, with the remark that it 
was not iu the Company’s interest to set up any further establishment between Surat 
and Cochin, and that we could not depend on the friendship of this conqueror for 
long, hut at the same time, neutrality must be kept in view. 

It was at this time that Hyder discovered a conspiracy against his life by eighteen 
prominent Canarese noblemen, who wanted to do away with him by intrigues, which 

the severest measures for their punishment, put them to death with the most 
horrible tortures., and declared their considerable wealth which they had hidden, 

He next conquered the territories of Sounur and Wengapur, situated to the 
north of I'anara. He then marched unexpectedly to the north, and in a short time 
conquered the kingdom of Sunda. The king fled to Goa and there, with the secret 
co-operation of the Portuguese, made an alliance with the .Vlahrattas against Hyder. 
•This happened in the beginning of the year 1754. 

The chiefs of Molaridm and Bonsolo also joined the alliance. The Portuguese 
too sent some men on the sly to join them, in order to give Hyder a sensible nip 
where it was possible; for he was already with his army near the frontiers of Goa. 
An encounter took place here which did not fall out to the advantage of Hyder. 

Later on the Portuguese perceived that it was not their business to trouble 
themselves with the affairs of Hyder, changed their policy and tried to make an 
agreement with him, but without result, and the Nabob remained in possession of 

Among his soldiers were, even at that time, European deserters of different 
nations. Besides those who had joined him from Goa with the consent of the 
Portuguese he was particularly well provided with Frenchmen. For he was usually 
in correspondence with the French both at Mah^ and Pondicherry, always having 
the Nabob of the Carnatic, Mahomet Ali, in view when he was making conquests 
and knowing how strongly opposed the French were to this Nabob, and in this way 
he succeeded in obtaining from them many Europeans and much war material. The 
French for their part also constantly kept an eye on Hyder Alykhan in order to make 
use of him in time and when circumstances changed. And this was the reason why 
he had, as has been said, a fine troop of Frenchmen in his army. It was about this 
time that that well-known incident took place, viz., that 400 of these Frenchmen, 
cavalry and infantry, deserted with their horses and weapons and sought refuge in 
Goa, being discontented on account of ill-treatment. 

Meanwhile the Moorish ruler Ady, Baja went in person to him, as I have already 
noted in my account of that person. It transpired afterwards that he was then 
intriguing to obtain control over the kingdom of Oollastry, in case it should be con- 

At last an agreement was made between the Nabob on the one hand and the 
Mahrattas together with the allied princes on the other, but immediately thereon he 
prepared himself again to extend his conquests, without any one knowing in what 
direction. Shortly afterwards, however, it appeared that his aim was Malabar, for all 
of a sudden he inarched off southwards in the month of February 1766 and made 
himself master, unexpectedly, of the kingdom of Oollastry. "Whilst the king and his 
family escaped to the kingdom of Travancore, the administration of Oollastry was 
handed over to the aforesaid Buler of the Moors, Ady Baja. 


































When affairs were in this condition the parties proceeded to negotiate and made 
peace with a treaty of the month of April 1769, the contents of which were for some 
time unknown to us. We only knew that its terms were not very favourable to the 
English, and that the King of Travancore, as being tributary to Mahomet Aly, was 
also included in that treaty. When we got an opportunity to secure a eopy of it, we 
found that Travancore is specially included in the first article of that treaty as a. 
friend of Mahomet Aly. 

No sooner did Hyder Alykhan have his hands free than he again got engaged in 
war with the Mahrattas. This war lasted till the beginning of the year 1773, when 
he made peace for a considerable sum of money. Luring this period of seven years, 
or since the Nabob had left the ZamoriiPs country and inarched north, the Zamorin 
had not paid a penny of his annual tribute to the Nabob, just as if the Nabob’s 
dance with the Mahrattas were going to continue for ever, but lived on quite 
unconcerned. 

But it was not long before the Nabob sent his general to Palcatohery [Palghat] 
to attack the Zamorin When the Zamorin heard this he asked the lYeneff at .Vlahd 
to help him and concluded a treaty with Governor Duprat, who had just arrived 
from Prance, on the 12th January 1774, by which he submitted himself, his country 
and subjects to the king of France, and obtained promises of protection against his 
enemies. After this treaty was made, M. Duprat went with a detachment to Calicut, 
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or tit or© particularly in the month of August, Kharder Khan, the Nabob’s governor and 
• general, began again and gradually with more pressure to make his claim on the kings- 
of Cochin and Cranganore. The’former was asked for a sum of Rs. 8 lakhs and the 
latter for jRs. L lakh, and to enforce his demands Kharder Khan had fallen with his 
troops on the northern part of Cochin, taking possession at once of the northern fort 
of Tritsjur [Triohur]. 

The king of Cochin meanwhile sent his envoys to the Nabob at Soringapatnam, 
hut was at last compelled to authorize them to accept hard terms, namely to bind 
themselves to pay 4 lakhs of rupees and four elephants, and in future an annual 
tribute of one lakh and a fifth; whercunder the kinglet of Cranganore was included,. 
vis., to the extent of lfth lakh9 of rupees then and in future -j-th lakhs of rupees 
annually ; and as I could not prevent this last, 1 I had to shut my eyes to it. 

Hereupon the Nabob’s general marched back northwards with his men, and 
we flattered ourselves with the thought that peace would be restored by this 


is agree¬ 


ment ; but wnen tne general was retiring, ne startea wrangles wim us ana desired 
by letter the accoun te of the sandy land of Chel.tua, adding that if they were not 
produced he would devastate the country. At first we thought that this related 
to the sequestrated lands of the Zamorin, which I have mentioned above in the 
chapter dealing with the Zamorin. So we sent him a regular account which showed 
that the Zamorin was still in arrears with the Company, but the general, without 
waiting for an answer, meanwhile suddenly crossed with his troops the river of' 
Chettua near Pulicarro, a little to ihe south of the fortress of Chetfua, where 
crossing is easiest, on the 9th of * October. He marched on to Chettua, took the- 
Company’s linguist and sworn clerk, who had been sent to him, prisoners, and 
demanded from the Chettua officials 20 years’ revenue and the money of the- 
Zamorin. We asked the general for an explanation and protested against the 
hostilities. But half the Nabob’s people kept Chettua blockaded and shut in, and 
the other half marched to province Paponetty, burned, pillaged and plundered. 
Meanwhile the resident retreated with the Company’s money to Cranganore, and 
the general took up his quarters in the residency. He then wrote and complained 
of not having received replies to his letters, adding that he had orders from his 
master to invade the territory of the Company, but at the same time declared that 
his master desired to live in friendship with the Company, and so desired free 
passage aeross the Company’s territory and past Cochin in order to attack Travan- 
core and if not, friendship was <mt 


I replied that his declaration of friendship was all very well, but that I found 
what had happened in the Company’s territory very strange, and that 1 trusted he 
would put a stop to all hostilities and respect the Company’s territory and not allow 
his troops within reach of our guns, and offered my mediation between the Nabob 
and Travancore. Before this reply could have reached him, the troops of the Nabob 
oame before Cranganore on the 11th October and tried to surprise it. They got into 
a fight with our men, the garrisou chased them from under our walls, and drove 
them back with bleeding heads. Kharder Khan thereupon wrote another letter and 
declared that he had taken possession of the “ sandy land”. We then realized that 
the whole of province Paponetty together with the whole region fiom Cranganore to 
Chettua was inoluded in his demand. In addition to this he demanded 20 yeais’ 
revenue from these lands and also the produce of another stretch of land 15 (hutch) 
miles long, and lastly he aotually demanded tribute from the Company, and denied 
that he had asked for a passage through the possessions of the Company to Travancore.. 

This entirely changed the aspect of affairs and the bounds of neutrality had 
thus been completely transgressed. Now we ourselves were attacked, and the 
question therefore was whether we were to take action with our own forces only, 
or with the assistance of Travancore and Cochin. The necessity of maintaining 
good relations with Travancore and our own circumstances made us decide to prevent 
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when he thinks they have made money enough he has them relieved, and insists 
upon their telling him where they have put the money they have made or else has 
them flogged to death without mercy. 

in this way, he is complete master not only of the revenues of his states, which 
bring him in untold sums every year, but also of the income of all his subjects 
without distinction. For if he observes that one of his subjects possesses something, 

spies, of whom be keeps a number for the chase. They must then present it to him 
does not possess the good-will of his subjects and servants, but that all, driven by 



Although he has in his service Europeans of different nations, he shows little 
consideration for them. He pays them, but not too much. All his soldiers, both 

sutlers and other pediars according to rates fixed bv him. These sutlers and pedlars 
are bound to give a strict account monthly to his officials, and to pay for the goods 
sold. Hence the greater part of the stipends paid out to his soldiers came back to 
his chest, and the Europeans keep little or nothing over for themselves. Those who 
imagine they will make their fortune with the Nabob and to that end take service 
with or desert to him, are sorely deceived, without daring to allow their chagrin 
to appear in the least degree ; for as soon as this is observed by their guards, they 
are conducted inland and are so well watched that escape is a sheer impossibility. 
When they are caught after having deserted, the punishment, is certain death. The 
situation too of his different states is such that one cannot get out of them without 
the greatest danger and exposure to many risks. 

Besides infantry he has also numerous guns, which he has bought in course of 
time from European nations. He keeps his artillery in a good condition, and it is 
very well served by the European gunners in his service. 


with he can attain all his aims. For if lie sees that he cannot gain his object by 
force of arms, he ties to buy peace with money, in which he has succeeded more 
than onoe. He is then at once on the look-out to make good his losses at the expense 
of others. He has still another and almost infallible means of winning battles. As 

of his spies to sound the commanders or most distinguished officers of the enemy 
and to offer them considerable, or, one may well say, incredible sums of money. If 
he succeeds he his almost sure of the victory, for not every one has strength to resist 
the force of money. It is rumoured that in this way he has gained four pitched 
battles. 


Moreover he is a ruler, who respects no one, not even those who have been good 
to him. The French, who indeed have done him many a good tarn, and assisted him 
with ammunition when he was engaged in war with the English, have never obtained 
anything useful or advantageous from him ; on the contrary they have had to submit 
to insult, first at Calicut when the Zamorin transferred his kingdom to the French and 
later on even at Mahe, where he not only seised the territory of a certain Cunje i\ air, 
who had long been under the protection of the French, but also demanded from the 
French because they opposed this, one lakh of rupees, which they have in fact had to 
pay to the full although they had besides to abandon the said Cunje Nair to his 
violence. In spite of all this’, they continued to seek his friendship in order in course of 
time to do harm to the English through him. I remember still how a certain Frenoh 
Lieutenant-Colonel, who was sent as an envoy to him to settle the ease of Cunje Hair, 
stayed here a few days on his way hack to Pondicherry. When he related the case 
to me he was nearly bursting with rage, because he had not been able to bring the 
fine down to less than one lakh of rupees. He added these words in substance : what 
■cm we do, we cannot embroil ourtelm with him on account of our policy. But how 






















































































































































































.e first was a Neatorian and tlie second a Eutych 
lentioned Mar Thomd died, and was succeedei 




During the time of Bishoi 
called Mur Thome, a native of k 
and strife with one another, for t 
In the year 17 85 the first-; 
his cousin Mar Ihomd. 

At his instance, and that of the Syrian congregations, the Patriarch of Antioch 
sent the three Bishops Mar Basilius, Mar Gregorius and Mar Johannes to Malabar 
in the year 1751. 

"When they^first arrived at Bassora in Persia, they were kindly received by the 

.... J The Bishc 5 ^---'^- 
at he should cc 


to Mar Thorn.* w 


Thom6 however denounced the bishop; 
•congregations and would not appear bei 


Tired, as hereti 


thstanding 




and Christians 
s going to 


if it, and fled inland, and they 


Alter this the community of Candanatty came to Cochin, fetched the Bishops 
and conducted them to Candanatty, a village belonging to the king of Travancore, 
situated about five hours south of Cochin, where the Syrian Bishops have always 
resided. Although there were some other communities, who acknowledged them as 
legitimate Bishops, yet they were set on and incited by Mar Thome not to submit 



















































































































and to dispose of it personally. As to the best of my knowledge I saw difficulties 
involved in granting the request, I set down my opinions about it in a special 
letter, dated 12th October 1776, to the Council of the Seventeen. In reply to this 
there came a letter, dated 25th September 177S, saying that my opinions were in 
every respect deserving of consideration. The Bishop however was prudent enough 
when he arrived here on this coast not to move at all in the matter either when he 
sent in the Papal Bull granted to him by Pope Clement XIV, besides the letter of 
His Holiness, and the deed of consecration as bishop—which papers these Bishops 
here are obliged to show in order that this Government may take copies of them— 
nor afterwards. Nor was I able to discover during the short time that he was 
here the smallest sign of chagrin on his part; so I am convinced that he himself did 
not much expect that his request would be granted. 

I have just mentioned the shortness of his stay here ; scarcely a year after his 
arrival he got on very bad terms with the European priests at Verapoly, and this 
went so far that he left Verapoly and took up his quarters at Hangatty to he away 
from the other Fathers. He returned, however, to Verapoly after some Fathers who, 
he thought, had been the chief cause of the dissension, had left the place. There, 
namely at Verapoly, he remained till the year 1779, when there arrived from Bombay 
the Bishop of Carman, by name Fre Carlos Vaniscbt, with a commission from the 
Pope, which was shown to me, to make enquiries into and to settle the disputes 
between the aforesaid Bishop and the Fathers. For this purpose he proceeded from 
here to Verapoiy. After he had been busy in vain for a long tune trying to bring 
about a reconciliation, he was at last obliged to direct affairs so that Bishop Franeisoo 
de Sales resigned his office in favour of Vaniseht, who according to orders from 
Home was to remain, and is still there as administrator, until further orders from the 
Pope. 

Under the jurisdiction, of this Bishop, or as he is usually called here from his 
headquarters, the Bishop of Verapoly, are not only the four Latin churches, which 
follow the ceremonies of the Roman church, viz.— 


The chapel of Mattanchery, and 

Perimani, behind the island of Bendurty [Vandurti] on the other side of the 
river (backwater), but also 17 Syrian churches which are inclined to the Homan 
doctrines, of which four belong partly to the Archdiocese of Putenchera or Cranganore 
and two are partly used by the schismatics. 

Besides these, there are other Latin churches, whioh alone are subject to the 


Baypin [Vypeen] Paponetty [Papinhmttam on Chetway 

Cruz- Milagre [Miraculous Cross, Chettua [Chetway] 
on Vypeen] 

Balarparto [Valarpavam] Bendurty [Vandurti Island] 

Paliaporto [Paliport on Vypeen] Anjicaimal [Ernaculam] 

Cranganore 
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' (although this [last-named] church formerly belonged to the Syrian 
yet later on it was handed over first to the Eornan Christians, and afte: 
protection of the Honourable Company, by the topasses [Portuguese 
la ted Native Christians, etc.] and Christian lascorins and other Native 


Mattancbery [Native Cochin] 

Senhora de Saule, and the Chapel of St. lanquebrado, which belongs to it, 

St. Louis, and with it, the Chapel of St. Jago, 

Castello [at Edacoohi] 

St. Andre with the Chapels of Tangic (Ed&tinkal), Tombolie, Caturty and Mani- 
corde [Manaooram] >. 

The incumbents of t’ne Eoinan Churches on this coast are native priests who are 
topasses [Eurasians, etc.] or oassenars [Syrian priests]. 

The latter are Makbaris, and are sometimes -also called Malabar priests and 
serve the Syro-Roman churches under the Archbishop of Cranganore and the Bishop 

But the former are called topass priests, because they descend from topass 
ancestors ; besides some mestics, that is, sons of Roman Catholic Europeans, who have 
been here in the service of the Company and married native Roman Catholic women, 
have had their Bons educated for the service of the church. They follow the Latin 
ceremonial and church solemnities, and are the vicars or parish priests of the churches, 
which are under the protection of the Company.^ At times, however, it happens that, 


These topass priests are taught in the seminaries of Verapoly and Putenohera, 
and the oassenars in a sort of seminary or school in the church of Candanattv 
situated about three miles south from here. 


The seminary’ of Verapoly is the beat of the three. In this seminary are really 
two separate Carmelite semiuanes—one for the Latin aud the other for the Syrian 
United Christians. In the first six, and in the second ton boys besides two teachers 
are maintained at the expense of the Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith 
at Rome. The boys admitted beyond this number have to pay for their boarding and 
tuition until a vacancy occurs. These boys are taught the Latin and Syrian languages 
so far as they are necessary for the performing of their church duties. They also 
learn enough theology for their requirements as pnests and missionaries. In the 
Latin seminary Latin and Portuguese books are in use so far as they are available, 
and in the Syrian seminary, Malabar and Syrian books. Having hoard this seminary 
much extolled, I carefully informed myself whether the pupils were instructed in 
other necessary subjects besides theology ; but discovered that they are only taught 
ordinary church Latin, and that with regard to theology they rather apply themselves 
to church usages than to the dogmatic part of religion. Still less are they taught 
natural theology, ecclesiastial or profane history, and even less geography, logio, 
physics or metaphysics unless there is found a pupil among them, who himself wishes 
to take up these subjects. The fathers will then train such an individual student in 
those subjects for which he has an aptitude. I have in my possession a map of India, 
or rather of the Ganges near Surat and the island of Ceylon, copied by a seminarist of 
this seminary, which is fairly well executed. This boy too applied himself more than 
others to Latin, and is at present an ordinary priest. This seminary therefore has a 
greater reputation than it is really entitled to. Prom this, one can easily form an 
opinion of those of Puteuchera mid Candanatty. 

All these priests and churches are periodically visited and inspected by European 
priests who are Bent to and fro from Rome. Among them is one, who is called 
Father Superior [Pater Govemeur], because he is among them the first in dignity and 
takes charge of the dioeese when the Bishop falls sick or dies. 





massed, both this and the main guard presented arms, 
be with the epontoon 1 ; and as he ascended the steps, 
fired from the walls of the town, as is recorded 
eanwhile both the Bishop and the other Roman priests 
b that they despotically exercised special jurisdiction 
md authority over the vicars, just as if they were their 















Archbishop of '-Joa, as to whether it could get jurisdiction over oar churches; which 
suggestion I promptly declined to consider at all and their Bight Worshipfuls have 
recommended in their special letter, dated 30th September of the same year, that we 
should oppose such innovations downright in the same way, especially at the present 


Among Roman Christians must also be reckoned the topaeses. 

The topasses live about here and along this coast, and come to us from the 
Portuguese, Some of them having been slaves of Portuguese, who were emancipated, 
And others generated by mixing with native women. 

So they rather belong to the native than to tho^ foreign element. Since the 

old Portuguese families, so that there are few great families in Portugal whose names 
are not to be found among these topasses. They speak still, as a rule, eommon 
Portuguese or, as it is called here, low Portuguese, but are dressed in European style, 
though they usually go bare-foot and wear a white linen cap on the head and on top 





cvnof Cochin, who live by all kinds of trades, there being among them 
srs, bricklayers, blacksmiths, coppersmiths, tailors, shoe-makers, etc. 
among them some who live only by making decorations, in which they 
ed, for the Roman churches on feast days, also for weddings and other 
011s amongst us. i\fanv of them also live by cultivation, and some 
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I prefer to suspend judgment, since I have 
the Malabaris or Canarese, among the lean 
sufficient knowledge to translate this old wi 






















































































































































































. Further Cranganore baa now 


out-flanked, but only attacked in 


newly excavated, fosse a 1 ___ „ 

* little further down and a little lower than the first. This foi 
river left and right behind it, and so it cannot 1: - - 

front. The enetuy cannot get within ordinary ci_ 

exposed to our fire, because a very large pit. or rather driedlup 'ercek, which “lay not. 
far from the fort, has been filled up. For the rest f refer to what is noted on this 
subject in special letters, dated 24th April 1778 and 26th April 1779, and also to the 
secret instructions, which I have handed over to the Chief and Commandant, and are 
dated 14th August of last year. 


Quilou. 


of Travai 


attacked from behind, because it lies by 
rocks that it would be very 1 -" J ,v 
land. More is to be found 


good deal of trouble 

-1 a landing; so it can only be attacked by 

regarding this fortress in mv special ’ L1 ' ‘ ' 

*«u» March 1773 and — ’ ‘ 1 , ' T “' 

lary 1778 ; to which lette: 

Cochin . 


Ii March 1774 ; also in a j 


Although, as far as I know, there is nothing more wanting now in the fortifi¬ 
cations of Cochin and Cranganore, it is of the greatest importance to have eye and 
hand directed to them continually in order that they may not fall into disrepair 
again in course of time, t am even of opinion that it would be a good thing to give 
the repairs of the fortifications on contract to the lowest bidder. The report of the 
condition of the forts, which is to be found among the appendices of this book under 
No. 4, could be taken as the basis of maintenance, viz., that every thing should be 
maintained in the condition recorded in the report. The contract, it seems to me, 
should be given only on such conditions as are noted in Appendix No. 5. 

And since the newly-made covered way,, if it is not looked after, will soon be 
spoilt again, in the good monsoon (season) through great drought, since grass then 
withers and. sand continually rolls down from tile glacis, which sand may even fall 
£— .u- --, vere( j wa y into the ditch ; and since in tho bad monsoon this damage may 
3o more easily to the glacis, the covered way and the ditch through the 
j, as the result of which the ditch would then gradually get filled up again 
r ered way again lose its utility, and great cost would be incurred to put 


all t 


.is right again; we have already provi 


lontract, according to a 




way and whatc 

the 17th February of last year. 

As regards to the manner in which the above-mentioned fortifications should be 
defended in case of need according to my humble opinion, I refer to my special letter 
to Batavia, dated 25tb April 1779, written with special advertence to this subject. 
Bastion Shoomhurg. 

Before I loave fortifications, I must say something about Point Stroomburg, which 
used annually to have its special place in the general description of this factory, 
because just under this point—being ^ to ennh <, 

strong whirlpool that in the year^L761/2 




ir 1761/2 the wall fell in endways, und su 


has constantlv to be strengthened with palisades and other works. Since the col 
the bastion has cost, excluding 6,097 guilders for the repair of the part wind 
fallen in, to the tune of 7,510 guilders from 1761/2 to 1770/1, or, on an average 
guilders a year. Since then it has cost the Company nothing more. I refer ii 
connection to what has been written to Batavia about it in the general letters o 

25th March and 23th March of the years 1773 and 1774, respectively, - 

will be seen among other things that we have now constructed a solid l 
is kept in a good condition by simple means which cost the Compan 
by laying down live oysters, which was found useless, nor by sink: 
loaai vrith stones which was once or twice tried in vain, and so should n< 


apse 



































































































































CHAPTER XII. 


I must now deal specially with the commercial interests of the Company although 
heading c; Malabar in general 

To the business of the Company here belongs the collection of produce. Formerly, 
the Company collected several articles here which they hare since abandoned as being 
of no real interest to them, including even Malabar piece-goods ; so that the collec¬ 
tion of pepper now fills moBt of the canvas. 

I.—Collection of Pepper. 

The pepper coUecrions here are two-fold, viz., those of contract pepper and of 
pepper bought from private persons. By the first is meant the pepper which the king 
of Travancore has to supply under the last contract of 1753, vie.. 8,000 candies out 
of his hereditary territory at Rs. 65 a candy of 500 lbs., and 2,000 candies out of his 
conquests at Bs. 55. But since I have already said all that need be known about the 
contract pepper in the chapter about the king of Travancore, 1 will refer to that 
chapter and I will here only speak of the private collection, by which a good supply 
of pepper may be secured, if the men are only paid immediately in ready cash what 
is due to them without any deduction, and there is no cutting down when the pepper 
is weighed on delivery, Against this strict orders must be issued and you cannot be 
sufficiently watchful. 

It has been sometimes held that purchases of this kind would tend to be detri¬ 
private persons than to Travancore and on his coming to hear of it, he would want as 
much, or at any rate much more than the contract price. But the king of Tiavanoore 
knows full wolf that he is not the only prince in Malabar in whose territory pepper 
grows, and enough pepper can be bought, and really is bought, without him. More¬ 
over I have more than once made His Highness understand and roundly declared that 
the contract-pepper, which he is bound to supply, is paid for by ns dearly enough if be 
will only call to mind what great favour and advantages he has received from the 
Company in return, ms., that the Company did. not stand in his way when he was 
making himself master of so many kings and. fertile pepper-lands, from which he is 
now drawing great revenues—not to speak of the expenses of a garrison and 
fortifications, which we have to bear here in time of peace for the safety of His 
Highness. I am of opinion therefore that w r e must do our best to make the king of 
Travancore keep to the contract and also purchase as much pepper privately 
as we can in the way of business and by merchantly means. For why should we let an 
opportunity slip and leave it to others ? In any case I would not mind even if His 
Highness knew, for those from whom we purchase the pepper for more money are 
not under the same obligation to us as this prince, and therefore I would have no 
mind to give him a farthing more for his pepper than the contract price. It might 
work for the first two or three years, but he would still be neglectful in giving us 
the full contract supply so long as he does not receive from us the highest price 
which he can get for it from others. Besides, the least change in the contract would 
give occasion to his bringing about further changes according to his liking. It seems 
to me that the contract is favourable enough to him and no iota should be 
changed in his favour. It is like the man who keeps his teeth as long as he has not 
lost any oi them, but no sooner allows one to be drawn than feels the one next to it 
to be loose too. 

Meanwhile we have reoeived sanction by special letters from Batavia, dated 20th 
September 1775 and 11th November 1776, to purchase pepper from private persons 
up to Rs. 100 acandy of 500 lbs. provided the purchases are not made under the eye 
of Travancore, but in the north. The Company can always get from Rs. 120 to 
Bs. JSOfrom fchebombaras [native vessels]. This is easily got and serves as a bait to 
draw the bombaras to this place. During my tenure of office, I have purchased 764, 



































CHAPTER XIII 



Among the other interests of the Company in this place must be ranked the 
.(local) trade, which is at present on such a good footing that Malabar, so far from 
being a burden, is a lucrative factory in the absence of unhappy events to which all 
countries and places aTe exposed, especially of circumstances such as those in which 
we have been placed since October 1776, on account of Nabob Hvder Alvekan. 
If or the trade-books of the last few years'show that the profits of Malabar—not to 
-speak of the profit on our pepper in the Netherlands—far surpassed the expenses; 
whereas in former times, the expenses as a rule were greater than the profits. 1 

That trade flourishes here better than in former times appears not onlv from the 
larger sales of cloves, as has been shown in an ordinary letter of the 5th January 
1779 to Batavia, but also from the higher prices, especially of sugar, which is a true 
test whether trade flourishes or not. 

I know that for a long time it has been a debated question whether the trade in 
sugar in Malabar is detrimental to the trade at Surat or not, and also how far the 
one is related to the other, and that much has been thought and written about it both 
by our Honourable Masters and by various administrators of knowledge and experience 
who have been stationed here and at Surat. But for discussions how far the trade 
here is not detrimental to the trade in Surat, and how far the Company can really gain 
more on their sugar here than at Surat, I beg to refer to what was written on these 
two points to Batavia under date 25th March 1773 and 2nd January 1777, inanswer 
to the extracts from letters from the Fatherland, dated 2nd October 1771 and 29th 
September 1.775, especially the first named. 

Next there is also a fair sale of .Japanese copper, and occasionally we have had 
the good fortune to sell it for a higher price than it would fetch at Surat. However 
apart from the sale of spices, Japanese copper and sugar, the trade in other articles 
such as iron, tin, lead and vermillion is at present of little importance, because they 
are brought to the coast by other European nations in abundance ; at any rate there 
has been very little demand for them for some time now. 

On the other hand the sale of pepper has now been for some time a part of our 
(local) trade, but at the same time doubtfully so ; at any rate it has sometimes been 
recommended and then again put a stop to. So F thought it my duty to give my 
opinion about this in detail and to explain fully the utility of these sales. This was 
done, with all the circumstances fully set out and with eitatious of the former orders 
bearing on the subject, in ray special letters to Batavia, dated 12th April 1773 and 
28th March 1774, which were disposed of, my proposals being sanctioned, in special 
letters, dated 80th September, both of the year 1776 and the year 1774. 

As this sale only takes place so far as the quantity allows it, after deducting what 
is required for loading the Ceylon homeward bound ships, it is always necessary to 
know what the stock of pepper in Ceylon is after the departure of the home ships, 
and how muoh they there think will be required for the next consignment over and 
above what remains in stock. The Ceylon officials, according to what is noted in the 
special letter from Batavia, dated SOth September 1774, have received the necessary 
•orders in this matter. Besides any one who has the charge of the administration here 
•and gives any attention to the matter, can as a rule calculate in time on a smaller or 
larger supply of pepper. 

If attention is paid to it. the sale of pepper here can be of very great use to 
trade, partly because it gives, according to commercial calculations, as muoh profit 
as though it were exported to Coromandel and elsewhere, and partly because it 
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To China or Macao, sandal, pepper, cotton pntjae-rooc,” gummamira, alwe,* 
olibanum gum,” sulphur, saltpetre, tamber, 1 oatu, 33 assafcetida, third sort, fish- 
teeth, elephant tusks, shark-fins, fish-gut, abada horn,” Arabian gum, Surat 
oambay,” gingham coverlets, oombars" aad sometimes some gariof£el-nails, IS lead 
aud tin. 

This trade is mostly earned on by exchange and our merchants take care to have 
in stock the articles required for the return freights whether they are produced here 
or imported from elsewhere, and to sell again or send elsewhere the goods which they 
buy ; while from the Company they buy spioes, Japanese copper, sugar ; in a word 
they take over those articles front the Company, which the Company sells, at such 
prices as may he agreed upon. 

The present system on which the Company’s trade is conducted with the 
merchants of the Company, who now buy up the whole cargo, is much better than that 
formerly in force. Formerly the merchants of the Company brought only so much as 
they could dispose of, aud had agreed upon with the traders, and thus they always 
obtained some profit and left the rest of the merchandise on the hands of the Company. 
So we should make them stick to the present system of buying up the whole cargo 
(except the spices of which the price has been fixed once for all) at a reasonable, and 
as profitable, a price as can be realized according to the circumstances of the moment. 

Moreover, in order to know well to what extent we can hold on to the price and 
for how much the merchants of the Company who, as has been said before, as a rule 
trade by barter, can sell the goods again, one ought always to make careful enquiries 
about trade in the north, and then it is always better not to haggle about farthings 
with the merchants, because the Company will then soon he rid of all its goods and 
run no risks, sinoe our merchants are well-to-do men. This is much better than the 
Company realising one-quarter or one.eighth of a rupee more per hundred pounds for 
a single consignment, and meanwhile having the rest of the merchandise left on its 
hands, as formerly happened more than once, but not since the year 1770-71. 

We have here four merchants, namely, two Jews and two Benyans. The Jews 
are named David Eabbi, son of the well-known Company’s merchant, Ezechiel Eabbi, 
and Ephraim Cohen, aad the Benyans Anta Chetty and Mannu Chetty. Ezechiel 
Eabbi was formerly almost the only merchant here, at least he alone had the title of 
Company’s merchant, and if any one, Jew, Canaria or Benyan, took goods from the 
Company in order to sell them to the dealers it was done through the channel of 
Ezechiel or with his consent, so that this old man was almost master of the trade here, 
which, to tell the plain truth, was not to the Company’s interest. This had already 
struck my predecessor just before my arrival here, and he had began to make some 
changes concerning which your Worship might be so good as to refer to the letter from 
here to Batavia, dated 81st March 1771, and from Batavia to this place, dated 1st 
October 1771. This Jew had otherwise at bottom an honest and upright character 
and had much influence over the native princes and the notables of their kingdoms. 
It must also be acknowledged that this Ezechiel was often and in various circumstances 
of service to the Company. So it would have been a hard blow to the old man if in 
order to put a stop to his monopolising the trade, we had wished to keep him out of 
it in his old days and in the last moments of his life, aud so I had made up my mind 
to set to work imperceptibly and by degrees. For this reason I occasionally discoursed 
with him on this subject, and showed that the trade should be free, and could not be 
carried on with propriety any longer as before, and that any one, who should deserve 
the title of Company's merchant, ought not to buy the Company’s goods in parcels,, 
after first having found buyers, for the Company could do business in this way as well 
itselt; but that a merchant ought to buy up the whole oargo, and that no one could 
trade without running risks. And so I had already slowly brought home to him the 
necessity in general, and the particular convenience that some ethers should be, as it 
were trained to this trade by him. as permanent merchants of the Company, and be 
accepted by the Company as such along with him, and X had the satisfaction to find 
the old man not contradicting, but on the contrary acknowledging the justice of my 












































































































































































































































































































experience, in order to supply 
pledge of lair; because in these 


ipply by these qualities ti 




■e badly ; 


'vided with 


uer= 


(2) He should make the members of this Court understand the delicacy, 
importance and responsibility of their office, and how guilty they are before the 
Divine Judge if they do not go to work according to conscience and to the best of 
their knowledge and with all possible impartiality; and that a j udge must exercise 
neither excessive severity, nor misplaced leniency; but be nothing more than an 
executor of the laws, which he must weigh with the acts done, or the facts of the 
suit, according to the circumstances of each particular case. 

(Sj When judgment has been pronounced by the judge in a civil suit and the 
loser complains to the Chief, he should refrain from taking up the case as long as, 
according to the rules of procedure, means of obtaining redress are open to the suitor; 
1 ^ 1 ' ’ 1 ' • ’ n n .i- - irovided he does so only 


although ! think h 




f suing as a pi 
"e appeal li 


fit ask for the records of the ca 

Lay indicate to the loser tho way of appeal and if the “ fatalia 
owed for appeal ■) have passed, grant him relief and even, if 
,r the expenses of the appeal, “ the beneficium paupertaiie ” 
- -tuper) with regard to the expense- rt —* “-” 


_ ,, __Ay also make him understand that as far as 

ioncerns the expenses with the judge u ad quern ” (to whom the appeal lies), he may 
apply and obtain the same advantage from that judge. 

(5) If the judge for some reason refuses the loser permission to appeal, the 
Chief may then make the loser understand that a way of appeal is still left him, viz., 
by making application to the judge Ki ad quem ” for permission to appeal. 

(ti) When a complaint to that effect is made to the Chief, and it is shown that 
there is really an unintelligible obscurity in a judgment, he may advise the judge to 
(dear up the obscurity and make his judgineut comprehensible, but not to make the 
at change either prejudicial to the successful party or in favour of the loser; since 


a judge oa 

(7) When the Court refuses to 
and complaints are made to the Chief, h< 
to the Court without taking upon himse 


(8) Further, so far as regards the “ benefieia juris ” (concessions of the law. 
such as pardons and remissions of sentence) he should grant ‘no “ commiiimus ” 
except in cases which the supreme authority has reserved to itself: which 
il co?)wiUimu8 5> require the j udge to enquire whether the reasons which the applicant 
for the “ beneficium ” adduces exist in reality, in order, if this is really the ease, 
to interinate (confirm) the order granting the “ beneficium but if this is not the case 
to refuse interination of the same * as having been obtained by eubrepUo or obreptio 
(fraud or deceit); betas such cases seldom occur, applications for “ benefieia juris,” 
especially in criminal oases, had best be made to the superior administrations 3 ({.«., 
Chief or Chiefs in Council of head-quarter stations): 

(9) He should make a difference in criminal matters between cases and oases, 
because interference is more or less necessary according to the kind of crime. For 
it cannot be denied that justice cannot be so well administered in India at the 
out-factories, on account of the dearth of persons versed in the law, as in the 
Netherlands, where most of the judges as well as the baillus (public prosecutors) are 
lawyers, and where in criminal eases, after the baillu has formulated his demand for 
a particular sentence, a separate lawyer argues that the sentence demanded is 
reasonable, and after he has been answered by a second lawyer for and on behalf of 
the accused, and reply has been made by a third lawyer for and on behalf of the 
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The Verdronken (submerged) island lying north-east in the baok-wafcer in front of Coohin, 


A little parcel of land on the shore south of the Company’s Outside Garden, containing: 



A little parcel of land behind or beside the Banyas’ village., containing : 

Five parcels of land lying west of the Sacrifice Tree in the Canaria bazaar, containing: 





A garden lying east of the Company’s Outside Garden, containing: 



A piece of land called Malli&ticarre opposite to the ont-posfc Ayootta, containing: 

487 fruit-bearing eoooanut and other trees, 

The plain (military free zone) beginning at the Company’s Garden and ending at Oalvetfcy, 
A piece of land lyiDg north of St. Andrifs, containing : 
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